


CHAPTER SEVEN

TOWARD A VIEW OF MAN®

Manfred Clynes

Research Center
Rockland State Hospital
Orangeburg, New York

7.1 Introduction

This chapter aims to outline some of the contributions that bioeybernetics
may make to the study of human nature and function,  As science devel-
oped, knowledge wus divided into various subdisciplines for our eonve-
nience: physiology, biochemistry, anatomy, psychology, biophysics, as
well as physies and chemistry. And so we have become used to the
physiologic man, the biochemical man, the anatomie man, the psyeho-
logic man, and so on. Functioning man does not know of this fragmen-
tation—the fragmentation is unsatisfactory as a model. But until our
time, there was no science which could attempt to study man as & whole
in a meaningful way. We shall outline some methods for approaching
such a study in this chapter, and illustrate some insights gained :long
the way.

In broad terms, until now the development of biocyberneticst and
bioengineering has been largely guided by two sociologic fields— (1) medi-

* The help of Michael Kohn and Donald Litchfield in the preparation of this
chapter is gratefully acknowledged.

T Another denotation, psychobiology, overlaps in scope with the present chapter.
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